
 

Share Our Passion for Walking 
 

Ramblers from all over Gloucestershire gathered at 
Swindon Village Hall on Saturday 8 December to 
meet their Chief Executive, Benedict Southworth. 
 
Benedict, attending the Gloucestershire Area 
Annual General Meeting, spoke about meeting 
HRH Prince Edward at a recent Buckingham Palace 
luncheon hosted by the Prince, President of the 
Sports & Recreation Alliance, for a group of 15 
chief executives of outdoor organisations including 
Girl Guiding and YHA. 
 
This endorsement of walking as a major outdoor 
pursuit recognised the Ramblers contribution to 
walking for health particularly for those who were 
new to outdoor exercise as well as its traditional 
role of promoting walking in the countryside.  
 
The future of the Cotswold Way and other National 
Trails featured largely in his speech. Plans to stop 

public funding for maintenance and publicising National Trails, means an uncertain future for them. 
Benedict, aware of the enormous economic benefit to tourism as well as the huge enjoyment 
opportunities they provide for walkers said that the Ramblers was prepared to put its money where 
its mouth is by making a formal bid to take on the role of managing the National Trails. He was 
aware of the magnitude of this proposal and the need for ongoing fundraising.  
 
He was particularly pleased to meet 
members of Gloucestershire Walking 
Group, the 20s, 30s and 40s Group who 
were this year’s hosts. Though mindful of 
the wide age range present, topped by two 
enthusiastic 90 year olds, he spoke about the 
increasing use of IT in all its facets, 
explained ‘Ning’ to his slightly bewildered 
audience, big investment in a new IT system   
at the London head office, but he also 
recognised the important role of paper for 
those members who relied on 
communication by post.  
          Richard Davis, Mavis Rear and Benedict Southworth 
 
Benedict also referred to the late local rambler Tony Drake who was instrumental in many local and 
long distance paths. Various members highlighted ongoing footpath issues while a display from 
Walkers are Welcome showed the way local towns are beginning to embrace walking and tourism.  
Gloucestershire Area Chairman Richard Davis thanked Benedict and said 'It's been an enjoyable 
and very positive experience' 
 
If you'd like to find out more about Ramblers see www.gloucestershirearearamblers.org.uk 
Their leaflet GRwalks shows a busy programme across the region throughout the festive season 


